CONFESSIONAL

Here we come to the dividing-line between the
old code and the new; morals don't belong to
statics at all, as the Jews imagined, but to dynanv
ics; that is, there is no universal law or rule with
a penalty indubitably attached. The rule is gen'
eral, the exceptions numerous; the punishment,
like the fault, is all a question of the individual,
and is in intimate relation to his health and
strength and wisdom. The vigorous man may eat
too much and yet transmute his food into extra
force; or he may eat what disagrees with him and
yet hardly be conscious of his offense.

The weak, on the other hand, will suffer out of
measure for all mistakes. In this matter of health,
"he that hath to him shall be given; and he that
hath not, from him shall be taken even that which
he hath." Wine, though injurious to eight out of
ten, may be good for the ninth and save the life
of the tenth. The law, or rule, is only a counsel
for guidance; the penalty may often be avoided.
The fact is the particular man or woman should
study his or her individual nature and use such
suggestions of the code as they find salutary.

But how can we arrive at a natural code, a code
in close conformity with the nature of things? Let
us see if a modern comparison will help us.
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